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                                                   PROLOGUE

In the midst of all the confusion at home and in the Pacific prior to World War II, the heroic
defense of the Philippine Islands from December 8, 1941 to May 10, 1942, stood out like a beacon
of hope for the future.  The Philippine defenders victory at that time was measured in survival and
in maintaining loyalty to our nation, when the reward for maintaining loyalty was continued starvation
and death.  

Their strong heart, great spirit, and unyielding faith served as an inspiration to the rest of our
nation.  They placed their honor before anything else.  He who dares to die, to lay his life on the altar
for his nation’s need is beyond a doubt, the noblest of mankind.  To love, to serve, and to die for one’s
country is patriotism at the highest level.  Because these patriots believed in a free United States of
America to safeguard, with their lives if necessary, its spirit of freedom, those of out nation today,
enjoy that legacy.  Our liberties, as guaranteed in the Constitution, will continue to serve only if we
and each succeeding generation, will continue to serve our country with courage, loyalty and wisdom,
and to preserve forever—our spirit of freedom.  Nothing can restore the dignity or physical condition
of the men who suffered as prisoners of war for up to three years and five months or who died on the
field of battle to their loved ones.  Yet their sacrifice, living on the thoughts and deed of 
America, can protect this nation from the lack of foresight which brought about these tragic events.

It was of course, a story of defeat; and in defeat there is a natural tendency to hunt for
scapegoats.  But to do that here would be merely deluding ourselves.  The mistakes that were made
at the beginning of the Philippine campaign, as well as the defeat that inevitably terminated it, were
all implicit in the situation existing there immediately before the war.  The poverty in modern
weapons, or in more than one case the abject lack of them, had its roots in the situation at home, and
for that situation, the people of the United States must hold themselves accountable.

The situation in the Philippines was a close reflection of the situation at home.  Undeniably,
there were officers stationed in the Philippines during the prewar years wh only wanted to let things
ride along in the old, familiar, easy grooves.  Many of them had completely failed to digest the lessons
of the war in Europe, nor were they willing to accept the opinions of the men who clearly foresaw
what was going to happen when the Japanese chose to strike.  Too often we were willing to elect
legislators  who were accustomed to bind America by limits of their own constituencies  and pinch
pennies at the expense of our national safety.  In the last analysis, it was such “economy” that was
responsible for the pitiful and desperate lacks that reached their consummation on Bataan, Corregidor,
and the rest of the Philippines.

The men sent out to rectify the situation in the final months before the war had neither the
means nor time.  The  reinforcements  and materials rushed to them were not enough, arrived too late,
or did not reach the Philippines at all.  One convoy, caught at sea by the outbreak of hostilities, had
to be diverted to Australia.  It is not meant to be a “glorious chapter” in our history.  Glory is mostly
a civilian word and unhappily, it is too often used to cover up deficiencies.  In the beginning of the
war we went hero hunting—if we did not have planes and guns, at least we could have heroes.  So
we had to have heroes, and we began to thing of Bataan and Corregidor in terms of the courage of our
men, and  the  two names became symbols in the popular mind for something approaching victory.
No amount of compensation can ever repay them for the suffering and hardships that they were forced
to endure as captives in slave labor camps, and no expression of gratitude could be adequate to satisfy
the debt owed them for the valiant stand they made in defending American interests in the Far East.
The saga of these defenders will forever live in the annals of history.
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THE DEFENSE FORCES OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS

Before the establishment of the Commonwealth government in 1935, no effort was made to
prepare the Philippines for their own defense.  The United States had assumed all obligations to
prepare the Philippines for their own defense and maintained a garrison for national defense and
maintained a garrison on the Islands for that purpose.  The garrison numbered 10,000 men, half of
who were Philippine Scouts, a U.S. Army unit in which the enlisted men, with some exceptions were
all Filipino.  After 1913, the Philippines Department became a regular U.S. Army establishment
commanded by and American general officer.  The Philippine Constabulary, first organized in 1901,
was the national police force, but by training and organization, had a military character.  Thus, except
for their experience with the constabulary, the Filipinos had no military tradition upon which to build
a National Army.

By the middle of 1941, international developments had heightened the tension between the
United States and Japan and made the defense of the Philippines an urgent problem.  The
establishment of a new American command in the Far East and the recall of General MacArthur to
active duty in the U.S. Army were already under consideration when Japan moved southward in July
1941.  

The immediate tasks facing the General were, first, to establish a headquarters and organize
his command on an efficient basis; second, to induct and train the Philippine Army; third, to secure
the necessary supplies and reinforcements to put his forces on a war footing.

General MacArthur’s plan called for a small regular army, a conscription system, a ten-year
training program of two classes a year to build up a reserve force, a small air force, a fleet of torpedo
boats to repel an enemy landing.  On the other hand, General MacArthur’s plan relied heavily on the
Philippine Army defending its homeland.  However, the Philippine government  knew that the United
States would not stand idly if the security of the Philippines was threatened.
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JAPAN ATTACKS THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS DECEMBER 8, 1941              
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                         APRIL 9, 1942   
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THOUGHTS OF THE AVERAGE AMERICAN CITIZEN
RELATIVE TO THE MISTREATMENT OF THE 

AMERICAN DEFENDERS OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS
DECEMBER 8, 1941—MAY 10, 1942

            

I love America.  I thrill to the flag, choke up to the anthem and tear up at TAPS.
Like father before and son to follow, I served her with pride.
But now I am ashamed of her.
America would never leave a comrade on the field of battle.
But she did.
Not once.
Not twice.
But three times.
With lies and false promises we abandoned them first to the hordes of the sons 
of the Rising Sun who saw cruelty as sport and the lives of American valueless.
And after nearly four months of resistance, armed with only guts and shovel and
meager equipment; and precious few weapons of war, we surrendered them to the
sadistic culture of captors which gave no respect, and then made sick and starving
slaves of them in the mines and factories and hell-hole prisoner of war camps of the
Philippine Islands.
Unaware of the fate of their sons and brothers, the embattled giant sleeping melting pot
of America reared itself from its lethargy and on the sweat and outrage of working men
began to build and feed a war machine.
The machine was nourished by flesh and bone lubricated by blood and it grew and
became powerful and began to stop, then reverse the course of cataclysmic world war.
Finally, the enemy was vanquished.
For its atrocities and unimaginable action for economic and diplomatic purposes, Japan
was forgiven.
There’s no need to apologize or compensate for years at hard labor and sickness and
disease and cruel punishment.
“America will take care of its own,” was the second betrayal, the second false promise.
Then for decades, as America and Americans danced the Walmart waltz of growing
consumerism, we were led like blind sheep down the path of denial and ignorance
while the rturned heroes raised a faint voice of protest.
They asked only for justice, and elusive and lost concept to those who had abandoned
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them.
Thus began and continued the third abandonment as leaders squandered millions of
dollars, much of it on an agenda of their own.  In this instance, those many leaders in
this case are not worthy of breathing the same air and walking the same earth as those
betrayed heroes.
“Can’t offend our partners,” they said.  Wait long enough and they’ll all die and they
voices will fade away.”
And dying away they are at an accelerating rate.  Their voices become few and their
claims fading.
Can you hear them now?
I can.  Their voices an agony in my ears.
I love my America.
I thrill in the flag, choke t the anthem and tear up on TAPS
Like father before and, son to follow, I served her with pride.
But now I am ashamed of her.
They asked only for justice, and elusive and lost concept to those who had
abandoned them.  Thus began and continued the third abandonment as leaders
squandered millions of dollars, much of it on agencies of their own.    In this
instance, those many leaders are not worthy of breathing the same air.  But for some
time, there is still time and I will raise my voice to tell this story.
At least I can do that much to ease my shame

COURTESY GEORGE WALLACE, EDITOR AND PUBLISHER OF THE  
BROOKE REVIEW.
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